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Welcome to the Autumn issue of the SKPPRA
  
newsletter.
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

As I write, the clocks have just gone back (yes, I’m a little bit
late preparing this issue!) and Diwali celebrations are in full swing with
some spectacular, if somewhat deafening, fireworks lighting up the
night sky. Halloween and Bonfire Night are also just around the corner.
All of these celebrations are indicative of the myriad cultural influences
on our society and local community and also how they’ve developed
and expanded over the years. When I was small, fireworks were a pale
shadow of what they are now and Halloween was not the commercial
extravaganza it has become as an American horror-themed, trick-ortreat, scare the adults evening for kids.
Actually, the origin of Halloween is far more benign and
thoughtful. All Hallows’ Eve marks the beginning of the three-day
Western Christian observance of Allhallowtide, dedicated to
remembering all those loved ones who have passed away by, for
example, reading out their names in church services and lighting
candles. I think this is the version that I prefer.

And on the subject of Christian festivals which have grown
commercially over the years, Christmas is just around the corner. I will
say no more! See you with the next newsletter in the New Year.

Jeff
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SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD UPDATE

As a subscriber to OWL, the new and successful Met police
initiative to meet the modern requirements of Neighbourhood Watch, I
regularly receive updates and warnings concerning crime, trends,
incidents and successful arrests of perpetrators. I would encourage all
our residents to sign up. Just go on to www.owl.co.uk and select ‘Join a
Watch’.
The latest in a worrying trend is aggravated burglary with
victims being targeted for cash, gold and jewellery. Access seems to
be via residents’ front doors. The police advice is to double lock front
doors, even when you are at home, and if you have a porch door, to
ensure that it is locked as well. Recently, two suspects who were using
a VW Passat (with false number plates) were arrested. If you see
vehicles with 4 or 5 occupants paying close attention to houses, call
999 immediately.

Sgt Yu Zhang, PC Bhagwandas, PC Cox and PCSO George
Popa are assigned to the wards of Preston, Sudbury and Northwick
Park and they keep me regularly updated on SNT matters. The most
urgent cases are posted on the SKPPRA website. However, you are all
encouraged to join OWL so that you receive the latest information
firsthand.

Sean
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LONDON NATIONAL PARK CITY

The London National Park City scheme was launched on July
22nd. Unlike our other national parks, it is not a regulatory body and it
has no defined boundaries, on the ground at least. It is more of a
concept and its purpose is explained in more detail on its website
www.nationalparkcity.london. It has emerged from the increasing
importance of conservation and the environment in our society and the
need to include everyone in these movements, especially those in our
big cities. The LNPC’s overall aims are to help everyone to enjoy
London’s great outdoors more, make the city greener, healthier and
wilder and to promote London’s identity as a National Park City.

A couple of years ago, I walked the Capital Ring, a 78-mile
circular route around London’s suburbs and was pleasantly surprised
by the amount of green space that exists a mere 10 miles or so from
the centre of the city. The LNPC looks to build on this legacy, conserve
and enhance our green spaces and, just as importantly, involve local
communities like ours to achieve this. Our recent tree planting
exercises are good examples of this.

Anyone can join in. If you have any ideas for events or
campaigns, please let us know by mailing skppra@skppra.co.uk.

Jeff

[Type here]
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PRESTON LIBRARY SITE UPDATE

The Council Planning Committee of 21st August was not a good
day for our community, in particular for those residents who live near
the Preston Library site. In fact, it was a bad day for the borough as
well, since the Council completely set aside its own planning policy and
approved a four-storey development as a replacement for the present
building.

The approval was for the Council’s own application for the
development of twelve flats and a smaller library on the site, despite
sustained and intense opposition at all of the public consultation events
and more than seventy objections filed during the planning consultation
process.

Some members of the community library support the scheme
because they believe that they have been promised a lease for the new
library space. However, they must have been dismayed by the words
of the chair of the planning committee, Cllr James Denslow, who
dismissed a previous promise by Cllr Mashari to let the existing library
building at a peppercorn rent, as “something politicians say in a
”.
campaign but don’t always do”.

The comments of the planning officers were also contentious.
One told the meeting that the height of the proposed building was
acceptable and ‘in keeping’ with the context. However, a building of the
same height on the Twinstar site next door was deemed not acceptable
and was correctly refused planning permission because that site was in
‘a different context’.
A Highways engineer advised the committee that there was
plenty of daytime parking on surrounding streets and so the loss of the
library’s five off-street car parking spaces was not a concern. He
advised that the evidence for this assessment was a 2013 parking
survey of the surrounding streets made at night!
Contributions such as these led many of those attending to
conclude that there would be no fair scrutiny of the proposals and no
consideration of the many objections to the scheme.
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All three Preston Ward councillors spoke in favour of the
scheme and Cllr Krupesh Hirani, apparently oblivious to the
atmosphere in the room and the public consultations that he attended,
a new
chapter
in the relationship
said that the scheme “would
“wouldmark
mark
a new
chapter
in the relationsh
between
Council
and the
localthe
community”
betweenthe
the
Council
and
local community”.
The Planning Committee approved the development by six
votes to one with at least three councillors who voted in favour of the
scheme asking no questions and making no contribution to the
meeting. Residents and businesses next to the site have subsequently
appointed a legal team to investigate a judicial review of the Council’s
decision.

Michael
Michael

NORTHWICKPARK
PARKONE
ONEPUBLIC
PUBLICESTATE
ESTATE
NORTHWICK

Phase 2 of the public consultation is complete and detailed
documents can be found on www.northwickparkope.com. There are a
number of modifications to the original plan, some as a result of
comments from the public during phase 1, for example, the retention of
the pavilion and its car park in its current position. There are three
planning applications, which will be submitted by the end of the year.
Brent Council are expected to make a decision on these by mid-2020.

Jeff
Jeff
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COMMUNITY ROADWATCH

SKPPRA is working closely with the Road Transport Policing
Command Team in Brent and has organised regular roadwatch events
in this area since early 2018. The most recent were this October.
The purpose of a roadwatch is to use a speed gun to monitor
driving behaviour and identify drivers exceeding the speed limit. Some
drivers have actually stopped by the roadside to check if they’ve been
caught speeding, so it is clear that some people are either unaware
that the speed limit is now 20mph in the ward or they haven’t been
paying attention to road signs. Admittedly, some roads could do with
more signage and this is something that SKPPRA has raised with the
police and Brent Council.

Roadwatch is a community-led initiative (see poster on the next
page). Residents can decide which road to hold an event on and
propose a suitable date and time. On the day itself, you can take the
lead once you’ve received a short briefing from the police on how to
operate the speed gun and record speeding vehicles. Police remain
on-site with you for the duration of the roadwatch which typically lasts
for one hour. Offending drivers receive a warning letter and repeat
offenders will be considered for targeted enforcement by the police.
Contact iris@skkpra.co.uk if you would like to arrange a
roadwatch event and get involved in this initiative.

Iris

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING

The latest Macmillan Coffee Morning took place at The
Windermere on 29th September. It was another great success with the
local community out in force and £1,000 was raised. Special thanks to
May Scannell of Montpelier Rise who helped with the organisation.

Noel
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WORTHING
WORTHING

Worthing is a seaside town on the south coast where I spent my
childhood and it has been interesting to rediscover the place. It has
many attractions, such as the Pier Pavilion, the recently added
Observation Wheel (with its 36 closed gondolas) and the Dome
cinema, a relic of the past still in use long after the ABC Plaza and
Odeon have been forgotten.
During WWII, South Street was seen as a possible route for
invaders and guarded by a massive concrete gun emplacement.
Behind stood the old Town Hall, out of use then and now no more. I
remember the bakers and caterers F J Mitchell, now a branch of Caffe
Nero. During the war an elderly gentleman and his wife were regular
customers. They had resolved not to repair their clothes for the
duration of the conflict and lunched each day in tatters.

Before the war, there was a regular paddle steamer service
along this part of the south coast. The boats called at the end of the
pier which had to be long due to the gentle slope of the sandy beach. I
recall that my grandfather arrived this way and bought me a crunchy
bar which I did not much like.

There was also a Tramocar service along the seafront road.
They were red, had small wheels, seated up to 26 passengers and had
an usual driving position like a tram. A ride on one of these was a
special experience for a youngster. One of these vehicles was restored
by Amberley Museum and took part in the 1997 Worthing Bus Rally.
In the 1930s there were still reminders of the Great War such
as the many homes for badly injured servicemen. One, with a spinal
injury, was occasionally seen being wheeled along the promenade. An
early battle tank was left by the railway bridge for reasons unknown.
Worthing has benefitted from its proximity to Brighton’s
business and industrial area and the direct train from London. It is now
a popular place to live and visit.
DMP
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